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In an effort to prevent potential fraud in the general elections scheduled for November of this year,
political and social organizations in Honduras are demanding that international observers supervise
all aspects of the electoral process. The previous three elections held in 1981, 1985, and 1989 were
all marred by widespread charges of fraud. On April 22, presidential candidate for the opposition
Liberal Party Carlos Roberto Reina formally petitioned the National Electoral Tribunal (Tribunal
Nacional de Elecciones, TNE), to permit the presence of international electoral observers, starting
in May. The Liberals say the best way to reduce the possibility of fraud is to station international
observers in the country during the next six months to oversee all preparations for the November
elections. Although the Liberals' did not specify which observer delegations should be invited,
local media reports have frequently mentioned the Atlanta-based Carter Center, which played a
major role during the 1990 elections in neighboring Nicaragua. For its part, the ruling National Party
opposes the proposal, arguing that electoral preparations should be exclusively in the hands of
Hondurans and that the prolonged presence of foreign observers would constitute a "violation of
national sovereignty." Instead, they insist, foreign observers should only be authorized to carry out
oversight functions on election day itself. (Source: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish
news service EFE, 04/22/93)
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